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From: Jennifer Enyart - 5P <jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>

Date: Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 2:49 PM

Subject: Fwd: GSA Daily News Brief 11.24.14

To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5SPCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Robert Green
<robert.green@gsa.gov>

INVESTIGATORS: Whipple Building restoration massive
cost to Minn. taxpayers
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by Tom Lyden | CONNECT

ST. PAUL, Minn. (KMSP) - One of the most secretive and mysterious buildings in the Twin Cities, the
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Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building, sits along the east side of the Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport next to Fort Snelling. It is a defiantly generic building, and as we discovered, that
is really its genius.

'The Money Pit'

“It's one of those buildings that a lot goes on inside but your never sure exactly whatitis,” Tom
Steward said, who runs a taxpayer watchdog group. Steward became fascinated with the Whipple
Building when he discovered it was the largest federal stimulus projectin Minnesota.

“This really is like the movie, ‘The Money Pit.' Instead of Tom Hanks playing the role, it's us, the taxpayers,” he said.

A video produced by the General Services Administration makes a compelling pitch, that the shovel-ready project would provide more than
300 jobs, for unemployed construction workers like 41-year old Travis Williams.

The project finished on time, in June. Among the buildings tenants are the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of Homeland
Security. Only the local U.S. Federal Reserve has tighter security, but getting inside is easy compared to finding out exactly how that
renovation money was spent, much less seeing how it was spent. It turned into an exasperating month-long journey through federal
bureaucracy.

The project was supposed to be simple enough: Retrofit the 44-year-old building, modernize it's plumbing and electrical systems to make it
more energy efficient. The initial project description was supposed to cost between $80 to $100 million, but little by little, it grew.

“You could just rattle off the list projects that were added on,” Steward said.

'Green’ building?

It became a showcase for a high performance green energy building, and the price tag started quickly adding up, beginning with the $24.5
million for temporary office space for some of the 1,000 federal employees. Then, $1.4 million for solar panels, $12.3 million for 800
underground geothermal heat exchanges that cool the building in the summer and help keep it warm in the winter. To make that happen,
70 ash trees had to be removed. To alleviate any green guilt, the GSA wanted to reuse those trees inside the building for wood veneers and
doors, but because the trees could contain the dreaded emerald ash borer, the harvested logs had to be boiled on site before they were
taken to a mill in lowa, where they were custom cut for $53,000.

“This was the second-most expensive energy retrofit makeover in entire GSA program; 45 buildings | tracked, this was number two in the
country as far as the expenses that were on the record at the time. This expense sticks out,” Steward said.

The GSA told the Fox 9 Investigators construction and related costs came to $157 million, plus $13 million for project design, for a total of
$170 million dollars. However, that doesn't include the cost of renovations of spaces for individual agencies. For ICE, Immigration and
Customs Enforcement, the cost of the build out and additional furniture was $12,755,368. After the Fox 9 Investigators questioned their
math, GSA sent us an email at 5:38 on Friday, saying when you add in additional grants, internal renovations, the total Whipple renovation
is actually $196 million dollars -- nearly double the original price tag.

The taxpayer group thinks it probably still more than that.

“Obviously taxpayers put far more money than it deserved, and | think they should see what money has gone toward and people in charge
should explain it,” Steward said.

Energy efficient, inefficient for taxpayers

You might think someone from the General Services Administration would love to brag up their LEED-certified building, and all those
“green renovations.” The problem is, we haven't been able to get anyone to talk to us about these renovations or even let us inside the
building. Finally, after weeks of trying, our cameras were finally given access to the Whipple Building, for exactly 20 minutes. That's it. The
only area we could see was the elegant lobby, the nice cafeteria, and a lovely little monument to those sacrificed ash trees. The gyms
located inside the buildings and the actual office areas were all off-limits. Our handler wasn't even allowed to talk to us about the
renovations. No one from GSA would agree to an on-camera interview.

“They just kept digging and digging and deeper hole. Throwing money at a place that's a fixer upper and not worth it,” Steward said.
A few years ago, the Minneapolis-St. Paul Business Journal estimated the cost of the Whipple renovation at $317 per square foot. At the
time, comparable office space was going for a third less, $200 to $225 per square foot. That means the Whipple Building renovation is $100

more per square foot than the nearby Normandale Lake Office Park, which is three times the size, and sold earlier this month for a record
$368 million dollars.

For the record, GSA says the project came in on budget -- although that budget looks like a moving target.
The Whipple Building may be generic, but its renovation was hardly ordinary.
“Kind of thing wanted to be a showcase for energy efficiency, but it wasn't efficient for taxpayers,” Steward said.

The Fox 9 Investigators asked to see an itemized budget of the Whipple Building, but had to file a Freedom of Information Act request to get
that information, which could take up to six months or a year.

In the meantime, the GSA says energy usage in the Whipple Building is down 40 percent. They could not tell us how many years it would
take for that to pay for the cost of the project.
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Who is Mr. Whipple?

The Whipple Federal Building is named after Henry Bishop Whipple, who became the first Episcopal Bishop of Minnesota in 1859.

Whipple is best known for his compassion and advocacy of Native Americans in Minnesota, especially against abuses by the federal
government at the time. The Dakota Indians called him “Straight Tongue,” because of his honesty and integrity.

During the U.S.-Dakota War in 1862, Whipple got President Lincoln to pardon 265 Dakota Indians who were to be hanged for their
participation in the war. He was frequently criticized by whites for his advocacy of the Dakota and Sioux.

Whipple played a pivotal role in the early development of Shattuck School for Boys, St. Mary's Hall for girls, as well as the original Breck
School. An original snowbird, he spent many winters ata home in Florida.

Whipple died in September, 1901, in Faribault, Minnesota.

---------- Forwarded message --—----—--

From: Michael Gelber - PD <michael.gelber@gsa.gov>

Date: Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 2:43 PM

Subject: Fwd: GSA Daily News Brief 11.24.14

To: Allison Azevedo <allison.azevedo@gsa.gov>, Jennifer Enyart - 5P <jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>

Cc: Norm Dong - P <norman.dong@gsa.gov>, Chelsea Waliser - P <chelsea.waliser@gsa.gov>, Laura Stagner - PCB
<laura.stagner@gsa.gov>

Additional information on the Whipple ARRA project.
Article provides an overview of the project scope and cost items.

Not able to view video.

---------- Forwarded message ----—----

From: Valisha Jackson - Z <valisha.jackson@gsa.gov>
Date: Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 1:01 PM

Subject: Fwd: GSA Daily News Brief 11.24.14

To: Michael Gelber - PD <michael.gelber@gsa.gov>

http://www.myfoxtwincities.com/story/27459062/investigators-whipple-building-restoration-massive-cost-to-minn-taxpayers

---------- Forwarded message --—------

From: Michael Gelber - PD <michael.gelber@gsa.gov>

Date: Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 12:13 PM

Subject: Re: GSA Daily News Brief 11.24.14

To: Adam Neufeld - AC <adam.neufeld@gsa.gov>

Cc: Jackeline Stewart <jackeline.stewartjohnson@gsa.gov>, Norm Dong - P <norman.dong@gsa.gov>, Chelsea Waliser - P
<chelsea.waliser@gsa.gov>, Mafara Hobson - Z <Mafara.Hobson@gsa.gov>, Valisha Jackson - Z <valisha.jackson@gsa.gov>

Not aware of the Minneapolis/St. Paul Business Journal article.
Have been working with OCM on the Fox News story.

On Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 12:08 PM, Adam Neufeld - AC <adam.neufeld@gsa.gov> wrote:
Thanks. What about you all, PBS?

On Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 11:58 AM, Jackeline Stewart <jackeline.stewartjohnson@gsa.gov> wrote:
Hello Adam,

We did not know this story was coming. It's a follow-up to a 2013 piece. GSA Comms has been working through an energy
savings story with FOX.

Thanks,
Jackeline

On Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 11:32 AM, Adam Neufeld - AC <adam.neufeld@gsa.gov> wrote:
Dan was surprised about the Whipple article, and doesn't recall ever hearing about this before. Did you all know (a) this was
an issue; and (b) that there was going to be an article on it?

On Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 8:58 AM, GSA News Clips <gsain@notify.gsa.gov> wrote:

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=28&ik=ff31095fff&view=pt&search=inbox&th=14b179b92a3f56a9&ds qt=1&simI=14b179b92a3f56a9&sim|=14b179bc325496fd  3/12


mailto:michael.gelber@gsa.gov
mailto:Mafara.Hobson@gsa.gov
mailto:norman.dong@gsa.gov
mailto:adam.neufeld@gsa.gov
mailto:gsain@notify.gsa.gov
mailto:michael.gelber@gsa.gov
mailto:norman.dong@gsa.gov
mailto:adam.neufeld@gsa.gov
mailto:valisha.jackson@gsa.gov
mailto:laura.stagner@gsa.gov
mailto:adam.neufeld@gsa.gov
mailto:michael.gelber@gsa.gov
mailto:jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov
mailto:valisha.jackson@gsa.gov
mailto:allison.azevedo@gsa.gov
mailto:chelsea.waliser@gsa.gov
mailto:chelsea.waliser@gsa.gov
mailto:jackeline.stewartjohnson@gsa.gov
mailto:jackeline.stewartjohnson@gsa.gov
http://www.myfoxtwincities.com/story/27459062/investigators-whipple-building-restoration-massive-cost-to-minn-taxpayers

1/23/2015 GSA.gov Mail - Fwd: GSA Daily News Brief 11.24.14

Daily News Brief

Today's Clips

* Real Estate: Final price tag for Whipple Federal Building: $196 million (Minneapolis/St. Paul
Business Journal)

e Acquisition: GSA adopts agile acquisition for government marketplace (FedTimes)

¢ Acquisition: Kevin Youel Page: GSA to Employ ‘Agile’ Methods in Govt-Wide Acquisition
Management (ExecGov)

e Acquisition: GSA working to improve federal acquisition (Washington Technology)

e Acquisition: Draft terms released for cloud SIN (FedTimes)

e |T/Technology: Microsoft 365 first cloud email to gain FedRAMP approval (FedTimes)

e |T/Technology: Clear Government Solutions gains FedRAMP approval (FedScoop)

e |T/Technology: 6 tips for adopting open source (Open Source)

Real Estate: Final price tag for Whipple Federal Building: $196 million (Minneapolis/St.
Paul Business Journal)

The renovation of the Whipple Federal Building, which ran over budget for much of the four-year
project, wrapped up this year at a cost that was — wait for it — over budget.

But exactly how expensive the project turned out to be is a question that apparently involves repeated
askings, according to KMSP's report on the building , which is located near Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport . Originally budgeted at $115 million as a stimulus project led by the General
Services Administration , it wound up at $170 million or so — unless you include the interior, too (the
GSA apparently didn't at first), which bumps it up to $196 million.

Acquisition: GSA adopts agile acquisition for government marketplace (FedTimes)

The General Services Administration is adopting an agile and iterative approach to creating a
governmentwide marketplace that will ultimately improve federal buying across civilian and defense
agencies, according to GSA and DoD officials speaking at an ACT-IAC meeting.

GSA is working with other agencies to construct a Government Acquisition Marketplace that will
result in cost savings, reduced duplication of acquisition programs and better procurement decisions.
A Common Acquisition Platform (CAP) and category management are key supporting initiatives
central to the creation of the marketplace.

Acquisition: Kevin Youel Page: GSA to Employ ‘Agile’ Methods in Govt-Wide
Acquisition Management (ExecGov)

The General Services Administration has partnered with other agencies to build a digital portal for
category-specific procurements across the government, Federal Times reported Friday.

Rutrell Yasin writes GSA’s common acquisition platform will work to help civilian and defense
organizations access information on particular classes of product or service offerings.

Acquisition: GSA working to improve federal acquisition (Washington Technology)

The General Services Administration is trying to improve federal acquisition across civilian and
defense agencies by adopting an agile and iterative approach, according to the Federal Times .

The agency is working with other agencies to create a marketplace with cost savings, reduced
duplication of acquisition programs and better procurement decisions, and in order to do so has been
working on initiatives like the Common Acquisition Platform (CAP) and category management.
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Acquisition: Draft terms released for cloud SIN (FedTimes)

On the heels of an industry day held on Nov. 18, the General Services Administration released a
working draft of terms and conditions for adding a Special Item Number (SIN) to IT Schedule 70
specifically for cloud services.

The agency is asking the private sector and other stakeholders to review the draft document and
submit feedback as they get closer to creating the new SIN, likely in the spring of 2015.

IT/Technology: Microsoft 365 first cloud email to gain FedRAMP approval (FedTimes)

Microsoft's Office 365 became the first Email-as-a-Service (EaaS) to gain accreditation under the
Federal Risk and Authorization Management Program (FedRAMP) Thursday, receiving authority to
operate (ATO) cloud services for the Department of Health and Human Services Office of the
Inspector General.

IT/Technology: Clear Government Solutions gains FedRAMP approval (FedScoop)

Clear Government Solutions has obtained a FedRAMP Joint Authorization Board provisional authority
to operate, FedScoop has learned.

With the authorization, agencies across the federal government are free to procure the company’s
Infrastructure-as-a-Service (laaS) architecture for their cloud computing needs.

Prior to the authorization, Clear Government Solutions has been among a handful of companies that
had been granted a blanket purchase agreement through the General Services Administration for its
Web hosting, storage and virtual machine offerings.

IT/Technology: 6 tips for adopting open source (Open Source)

Open source code drives collaborative innovation from a larger pool of developers at a lower cost,
which is why federal agencies are adopting the "open source first" model. In fact Sonny Hashmi, CIO
of the General Services Administration, recently announced that implementing open source software
is among his top priorities this year.

News clips are produced by the Office of Communications and Marketing. For questions or to add news stories we may
have missed, contact Matthew Burrell, matthew.burrel@gsa.gov.
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INVESTIGATORS: Whipple Building restoration massive
cost to Minn. taxpayers
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ST. PAUL, Minn. (KMSP) - One of the most secretive and mysterious buildings in the Twin Cities, the
Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building, sits along the east side of the Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport next to Fort Snelling. Itis a defiantly generic building, and as we discovered, that
is really its genius.

'The Money Pit'

“It's one of those buildings that a lot goes on inside but your never sure exactly whatitis,” Tom
Steward said, who runs a taxpayer watchdog group. Steward became fascinated with the Whipple
Building when he discovered it was the largest federal stimulus projectin Minnesota.

“This really is like the movie, ‘The Money Pit.' Instead of Tom Hanks playing the role, it's us, the
taxpayers,” he said.

A video produced by the General Services Administration makes a compelling pitch, that the shovel-ready project would provide more than
300 jobs, for unemployed construction workers like 41-year old Travis Williams.

The project finished on time, in June. Among the buildings tenants are the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of Homeland
Security. Only the local U.S. Federal Reserve has tighter security, but getting inside is easy compared to finding out exactly how that
renovation money was spent, much less seeing how it was spent. It turned into an exasperating month-long journey through federal
bureaucracy.

The project was supposed to be simple enough: Retrofit the 44-year-old building, modernize it's plumbing and electrical systems to make it
more energy efficient. The initial project description was supposed to cost between $80 to $100 million, but little by little, it grew.

“You could just rattle off the list projects that were added on,” Steward said.
'Green’ building?

It became a showcase for a high performance green energy building, and the price tag started quickly adding up, beginning with the $24.5
million for temporary office space for some of the 1,000 federal employees. Then, $1.4 million for solar panels, $12.3 million for 800
underground geothermal heat exchanges that cool the building in the summer and help keep it warm in the winter. To make that happen,
70 ash trees had to be removed. To alleviate any green guilt, the GSA wanted to reuse those trees inside the building for wood veneers and
doors, but because the trees could contain the dreaded emerald ash borer, the harvested logs had to be boiled on site before they were
taken to a mill in lowa, where they were custom cut for $53,000.

“This was the second-most expensive energy retrofit makeover in entire GSA program; 45 buildings | tracked, this was number two in the
country as far as the expenses that were on the record at the time. This expense sticks out,” Steward said.

The GSA told the Fox 9 Investigators construction and related costs came to $157 million, plus $13 million for project design, for a total of
$170 million dollars. However, that doesn'tinclude the cost of renovations of spaces for individual agencies. For ICE, Immigration and
Customs Enforcement, the cost of the build out and additional furniture was $12,755,368. After the Fox 9 Investigators questioned their
math, GSA sent us an email at 5:38 on Friday, saying when you add in additional grants, internal renovations, the total Whipple renovation
is actually $196 million dollars -- nearly double the original price tag.

The taxpayer group thinks it probably still more than that.

“Obviously taxpayers put far more money than it deserved, and | think they should see what money has gone toward and people in charge
should explain it,” Steward said.

Energy efficient, inefficient for taxpayers

You might think someone from the General Services Administration would love to brag up their LEED-certified building, and all those
“green renovations.” The problem is, we haven't been able to get anyone to talk to us about these renovations or even let us inside the
building. Finally, after weeks of trying, our cameras were finally given access to the Whipple Building, for exactly 20 minutes. That's it. The
only area we could see was the elegant lobby, the nice cafeteria, and a lovely litle monument to those sacrificed ash trees. The gyms
located inside the buildings and the actual office areas were all off-limits. Our handler wasn't even allowed to talk to us about the
renovations. No one from GSA would agree to an on-camera interview.

“They just kept digging and digging and deeper hole. Throwing money at a place that's a fixer upper and not worth it,” Steward said.
A few years ago, the Minneapolis-St. Paul Business Journal estimated the cost of the Whipple renovation at $317 per square foot. At the
time, comparable office space was going for a third less, $200 to $225 per square foot. That means the Whipple Building renovation is $100

more per square foot than the nearby Normandale Lake Office Park, which is three times the size, and sold earlier this month for a record
$368 million dollars.

For the record, GSA says the project came in on budget -- although that budget looks like a moving target.

The Whipple Building may be generic, but its renovation was hardly ordinary.

“Kind of thing wanted to be a showcase for energy efficiency, but it wasn't efficient for taxpayers,” Steward said.

The Fox 9 Investigators asked to see an itemized budget of the Whipple Building, but had to file a Freedom of Information Act request to get

that information, which could take up to six months or a year.
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In the meantime, the GSA says energy usage in the Whipple Building is down 40 percent. They could not tell us how many years it would
take for that to pay for the cost of the project.

Who is Mr. Whipple?

The Whipple Federal Building is named after Henry Bishop Whipple, who became the first Episcopal Bishop of Minnesota in 1859.

Whipple is best known for his compassion and advocacy of Native Americans in Minnesota, especially against abuses by the federal
government at the time. The Dakota Indians called him “Straight Tongue,” because of his honesty and integrity.

During the U.S.-Dakota War in 1862, Whipple got President Lincoln to pardon 265 Dakota Indians who were to be hanged for their
participation in the war. He was frequently criticized by whites for his advocacy of the Dakota and Sioux.

Whipple played a pivotal role in the early development of Shattuck School for Boys, St. Mary's Hall for girls, as well as the original Breck
School. An original snowbird, he spent many winters ata home in Florida.

Whipple died in September, 1901, in Faribault, Minnesota.
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To: Allison Azevedo <allison.azevedo@gsa.gov>, Jennifer Enyart - 5P <jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>

Cc: Norm Dong - P <norman.dong@gsa.gov>, Chelsea Waliser - P <chelsea.waliser@gsa.gov>, Laura Stagner - PCB
<laura.stagner@gsa.gov>

Additional information on the Whipple ARRA project.
Article provides an overview of the project scope and cost items.

Not able to view video.

---------- Forwarded message ---—-------

From: Valisha Jackson - Z <valisha.jackson@gsa.gov>
Date: Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 1:01 PM

Subject: Fwd: GSA Daily News Brief 11.24.14

To: Michael Gelber - PD <michael.gelber@gsa.gov>

http://www.myfoxtwincities.com/story/27459062/investigators-whipple-building-restoration-massive-cost-to-minn-taxpayers

---------- Forwarded message ---—-------

From: Michael Gelber - PD <michael.gelber@gsa.gov>

Date: Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 12:13 PM

Subject: Re: GSA Daily News Brief 11.24.14

To: Adam Neufeld - AC <adam.neufeld@gsa.gov>

Cc: Jackeline Stewart <jackeline.stewartjohnson@gsa.gov>, Norm Dong - P <norman.dong@gsa.gov>, Chelsea Waliser - P
<chelsea.waliser@gsa.gov>, Mafara Hobson - Z <Mafara.Hobson@gsa.gov>, Valisha Jackson - Z <valisha.jackson@gsa.gov>

Not aware of the Minneapolis/St. Paul Business Journal article.

Have been working with OCM on the Fox News story.

On Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 12:08 PM, Adam Neufeld - AC <adam.neufeld@gsa.gov> wrote:
Thanks. What about you all, PBS?

On Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 11:58 AM, Jackeline Stewart <jackeline.stewartjohnson@gsa.gov> wrote:
Hello Adam,

We did not know this story was coming. It's a follow-up to a 2013 piece. GSA Comms has been working through an energy
savings story with FOX.

Thanks,
Jackeline

On Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 11:32 AM, Adam Neufeld - AC <adam.neufeld@gsa.gov> wrote:
Dan was surprised about the Whipple article, and doesn't recall ever hearing about this before. Did you all know (a) this was

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=28&ik=ff31095fff&view=pt&search=inbox&th=14b179b92a3f56a9&ds qt=1&simI=14b179b92a3f56a9&sim|=14b179bc325496fd  9/12
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an issue; and (b) that there was going to be an article on it?

On Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 8:58 AM, GSA News Clips <gsain@notify.gsa.gov> wrote:

GSA Daily News Brief

Today's Clips

» Real Estate: Final price tag for Whipple Federal Building: $196 million (Minneapolis/St. Paul
Business Journal)

e Acquisition: GSA adopts agile acquisition for government marketplace (FedTimes)

e Acquisition: Kevin Youel Page: GSA to Employ ‘Agile’ Methods in Govt-Wide Acquisition
Management (ExecGov)

¢ Acquisition: GSA working to improve federal acquisition (Washington Technology)

¢ Acquisition: Draft terms released for cloud SIN (FedTimes)

e |T/Technology: Microsoft 365 first cloud email to gain FedRAMP approval (FedTimes)

e |T/Technology: Clear Government Solutions gains FedRAMP approval (FedScoop)

e |T/Technology: 6 tips for adopting open source (Open Source)

Real Estate: Final price tag for Whipple Federal Building: $196 million (Minneapolis/St.
Paul Business Journal)

The renovation of the Whipple Federal Building, which ran over budget for much of the four-year
project, wrapped up this year at a cost that was — wait for it — over budget.

But exactly how expensive the project turned out to be is a question that apparently involves repeated
askings, according to KMSP's report on the building , which is located near Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport . Originally budgeted at $115 million as a stimulus project led by the General
Services Administration , it wound up at $170 million or so — unless you include the interior, too (the
GSA apparently didn't at first), which bumps it up to $196 million.

Acquisition: GSA adopts agile acquisition for government marketplace (FedTimes)

The General Services Administration is adopting an agile and iterative approach to creating a
governmentwide marketplace that will ultimately improve federal buying across civilian and defense
agencies, according to GSA and DoD officials speaking at an ACT-IAC meeting.

GSA is working with other agencies to construct a Government Acquisition Marketplace that will
result in cost savings, reduced duplication of acquisition programs and better procurement decisions.
A Common Acquisition Platform (CAP) and category management are key supporting initiatives
central to the creation of the marketplace.

Acquisition: Kevin Youel Page: GSA to Employ ‘Agile’ Methods in Govt-Wide
Acquisition Management (ExecGov)

The General Services Administration has partnered with other agencies to build a digital portal for
category-specific procurements across the government, Federal Times reported Friday.

Rutrell Yasin writes GSA’s common acquisition platform will work to help civilian and defense
organizations access information on particular classes of product or service offerings.

Acquisition: GSA working to improve federal acquisition (Washington Technology)

The General Services Administration is trying to improve federal acquisition across civilian and
defense agencies by adopting an agile and iterative approach, according to the Federal Times .
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The agency is working with other agencies to create a marketplace with cost savings, reduced
duplication of acquisition programs and better procurement decisions, and in order to do so has been
working on initiatives like the Common Acquisition Platform (CAP) and category management.

Acquisition: Draft terms released for cloud SIN (FedTimes)

On the heels of an industry day held on Nov. 18, the General Services Administration released a
working draft of terms and conditions for adding a Special Item Number (SIN) to IT Schedule 70
specifically for cloud services.

The agency is asking the private sector and other stakeholders to review the draft document and
submit feedback as they get closer to creating the new SIN, likely in the spring of 2015.

IT/Technology: Microsoft 365 first cloud email to gain FedRAMP approval (FedTimes)

Microsoft's Office 365 became the first Email-as-a-Service (EaaS) to gain accreditation under the
Federal Risk and Authorization Management Program (FedRAMP) Thursday, receiving authority to
operate (ATO) cloud services for the Department of Health and Human Services Office of the
Inspector General.

IT/Technology: Clear Government Solutions gains FedRAMP approval (FedScoop)

Clear Government Solutions has obtained a FedRAMP Joint Authorization Board provisional authority
to operate, FedScoop has learned.

With the authorization, agencies across the federal government are free to procure the company’s
Infrastructure-as-a-Service (laaS) architecture for their cloud computing needs.

Prior to the authorization, Clear Government Solutions has been among a handful of companies that
had been granted a blanket purchase agreement through the General Services Administration for its
Web hosting, storage and virtual machine offerings.

IT/Technology: 6 tips for adopting open source (Open Source)

Open source code drives collaborative innovation from a larger pool of developers at a lower cost,
which is why federal agencies are adopting the "open source first" model. In fact Sonny Hashmi, CIO
of the General Services Administration, recently announced that implementing open source software
is among his top priorities this year.

News clips are produced by the Office of Communications and Marketing. For questions or to add news stories we may
have missed, contact Matthew Burrell, matthew.burrell@gsa.gov.
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